
Can you pass the penicillin allergy quiz? 
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 Penicillin has saved millions of lives since 
scientist Alexander Fleming's discovery 90 years 
ago.  

 
 

And today penicillin is the most commonly  
reported drug allergy. 
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How much do you know about this antibiotic? 
Take this culture quiz with us and find out. 

 Our first question:  

True or false: 9 out of 10 patients reporting a 
penicillin allergy are not truly allergic? 

 True.  

Common reasons people incorrectly report an 
allergy include blaming common symptoms 
caused by viruses like diarrhea or rashes on the 
medication.  

 

Or because of a family history of penicillin 
allergy. 

 Question No. 2: 
 
True or false: You can never outgrow a penicillin 
allergy? 

 If you guessed false, you are correct.  
 
Most people will outgrow their allergy within 10 
years. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

And No. 3 is a multiple choice: 
 
People who have a penicillin allergy listed in  
their medical records are more likely to: 
 

A) Have treatment failure  
 
B) Develop a postsurgical infection  

 



C) Be treated with a more toxic and/or 
 

expensive antibiotic  
 
D) More likely to develop an infection 

with resistant bacteria  
 
 or  
 
E) All of the above 

 

   Did you choose "E?"  
 
Good.  
 
All of these are correct.  

 When your health care providers cannot  
prescribe the first-choice antibiotic for your  
infection because of a listed allergy, it may lead 
to other risks. 

 For the Mayo Clinic News Network, I’m Dr.  
Nipunie Rajapakse. 

  

 


